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When they attend court, Mindu refers all the problems put
to him to his disciple. Indu solves all questions; and the
king and the learned Brahmanas are all pleased. But the
jealous Mindu again tries to deprecate Indu. The king,
suspecting the truth, has enquiries made. The headman
of the kolls tells the whole truth to the king, who turns*'
out Mindu and installs Indu as the royal purohita. Mindu
meets with an untimely end.

If this work is not a forgery, akhyana for the first time
drops its borrowed Samskrtic framework and becomes a
story of real life. But the life as it appears has neither
greatness nor beauty.

XI

Of all the pupils of PremSnanda, Ratnesvara (c. 1700)
was the most notable. Among his works were tSimpnla-
vadha; Bhagavata; Murkhalakshannvali (1714); VairUgyalatn
and other padas; LdnkUkUnda and RndhUkrshnanlZ MahinS.
Throughout life he was persecuted by rival puranikas; and,
after his death, parts of his Bhflgavata were thrown into
the Narmada by his illiterate sons at the instance of his-
rivals. A great student of Samskrta, he attained a purity,
elegance and richness of style which were beyond the reach
of his contemporaries. In his MahinU he describes Radha
in a conventional vein but with a charm of language
approaching Modern GujaratI poetry.

Madana let fly his arrows at her; and she fell pierced. Tied by the fetters
of love, she cried " Hari! Hari!". She wept, disconsolate at the separation,
wiping her tears with her cloth. As she looked into the mirror, she saw her
eyes dawn-red.1

Again she addresses the cloud:

Oh cloud I Listen to my words.   Stop the rain and pause for a while.   Tell

error
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